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Greater Greer Chamber of Commerce 
2010 Legislative Agenda 
The following publication states the Greater Greer  
Chamber of Commerce’s positions on state legislative issues. 

Affordable Healthcare
Background:

The rising cost of healthcare has cost businesses significant •	
capital investment.  It has hurt the employment rate and 
the state’s per capita income.  It also has prohibited many 
people in South Carolina from being insured.
Obesity is the cause for many health problems, thus caus- •	
ing an increase in health care costs across the board.
The General Assembly passed a health care cooperative •	
bill in 2008 allowing small businesses to pool together in 
order to spread risk, lower administrative costs and ob-
tain less expensive health insurance premiums.  However, 
no insurance providers have been willing to offer a plan.  
Other solutions have been to increase the cigarette tax and 
use revenues to help reduce premiums for small business 
owners 

Position:
To support a cigarette tax increase not to exceed our neigh- •	
boring states
To support businesses who promote wellness programs to •	
employees
To reduce the alarming increase in insurance premiums •	

Chamber Recommendation
The Greater Greer Chamber supports affordable health care 
for all citizens without creating business mandates.  The Cham-
ber supports a cigarette tax increase as long as revenues gener-
ated do not create new long-term entitlement programs or 
expand current programs above current funding levels.  Rather, 
the funds should be used to establish education, prevention 
and wellness programs, which will ultimately improve employee 
health and decrease costs.  Funds should also go towards 
providing premium assistance for small businesses (to include 
non-profits).  None of the funds generated from a cigarette tax 
increase should be placed in the general fund.   
 

Energy and the Environment
Background:

Natural gas discovery on SC’s coast would add significant •	
dollars to the state’s Economy
Experts say that SC needs more power sources in order to •	
support the influx of new business, industry and residents.  
SC needs to reduce its dependency on foreign oil   

Position:
Promote the exploration of off-shore natural gas •	
Support the construction of nuclear facilities in SC, sup- •	
port alternative fuels not derived from food sources

Chamber Recommendation
The Greater Greer Chamber supports the exploration of 
natural gas and other alternative energy sources in the Atlantic 
Ocean without disrupting tourism and the environment.  It also 

supports alternative energy use and the construction of nuclear 
facilities in SC.  Natural gas exploration, the construction of 
nuclear facilities and use of alternative fuels will promote job 
creation and independence from foreign energy sources.  
 

Economic Development
Background:

To provide for incentives for high impact entrepreneurs:  •	
Knowing that many of South Carolina’s headquarters 
are as a result of entrepreneurs growing their businesses 
in-state, the Legislature can support high impact entrepre-
neurs through tax credits.
Currently, SC’s Department of Commerce does not have •	
a statewide economic development plan.  The implemen-
tation of a statewide plan would help to more effectively 
recruit new business and industry to the state.
To provide for SC State Port expansion:  Knowing that 60 •	
percent of the SC SPA exports and imports are generated 
in the ten-county Upstate region, if the SC SPA reaches 
capacity, thereby forcing Upstate businesses to export and 
import goods through other ports, such as Wilmington and 
Savannah, that will cost Upstate businesses significantly 
more money to do so.  Therefore, if the SC SPA were able 
to expand, then businesses would be able to continue to 
use the SC SPA.
SC continues to lose new business and industry to other •	
states offering more competitive incentives
SC needs to encourage businesses located in SC to remain •	
and SC and to potentially expand here, instead of expand-
ing in other states

Position:
These issues will make Upstate and South Carolina busi- •	
nesses more competitive and increase the Upstate’s ability 
to attract new business and industry. 

Chamber Recommendation
A statewide economic development plan is needed to provide 
greater accountability and organization throughout the state 
when recruiting business and industry.  This plan must include 
a focus on business retention and incentives for entrepreneurs 
to provide incentives for high impact entrepreneurs in order to 
move toward a knowledge-based economy and to embrace a 
broader range of incentives beyond traditional tax credits.  The 
Upstate must continue to support port expansion, since it is the 
port’s greatest user and the port is vital in attracting new busi-
ness to the Upstate.  
 
 
Judicial Reform
Background:

South Carolina went from having a $1B surplus in 2007 to •	
nearly a $1B shortfall in 2009.
Frivolous class action and single plaintiff lawsuits cost •	
South Carolina businesses millions of dollars each year 
to defend themselves against and to settle out of court 
in fear of tort-friendly judges and jurors.  Furthermore, 
non-economic and punitive damages are unprecedently 
inconsistent, often serving as a lottery ticket for plaintiff 
attorneys.  According to the US Chamber of Commerce, 

tort cases cost each American $2,500 per year - every year.  
SC’s legal climate ranks as the 7th worst in the nation by 
the US Chamber.
Workers’ compensation rates have begun to wane since the •	
passage of a workers’ compensation bill a few years ago.  
SC still needs to implement some type of objective guide-
lines for commissioners when determining awards

Position:
Support implementation of spending caps on state gov- •	
ernment.
Support the implementation of reasonable caps on puni- •	
tive and non-economic damages
Support the implementation of objective guidelines when •	
determining awards

Chamber Recommendation
The Chamber believes that effective tort reform will help lower 
business operating costs whh will allow us to be more profit-
able and to pass these savings to the consumer, while creating 
a more global economy.  Additionally, tort reform will help in 
recruiting new business to SC.
The Chamber will continue to support the implementation of 
AMA/objective guidelines for commissioners when determin-
ing awards.
 

Education
Background:

SC has a unique amount of spectrum in the state, mean- •	
ing that SC has the ability to “build out” this spectrum to 
provide broadband technology to all parts of the state.
SC has one of the lowest high school graduation rates.  •	
Increasing number of individuals graduating high school 
and college will contribute to increasing the state’s per 
capita income
Some studies suggest that the more a child is prepared •	
before entering 5K, the better chance that the child will 
succeed in skill, thereby having the skills to meet a knowl-
edge-based economy.
Knowing that a knowledge-based economy will need a •	
skilled workforce and individuals who are well educated, 
it is imperative that the workforce meets the needs of 
industry. 

Position:
To support increased broadband technology, so more •	
individuals can be exposed to the Internet to help increase 
their education level
A better-educated workforce will help increase per capita •	
income, attract more business and industry and support 
our business’ ability to compete.

Chamber Recommendation
More broadband technology spread throughout SC will give 
more children the opportunity to take advantage of quality 
education via the Internet.  It will also help to expand teacher’s 
resources.  The Greer Chamber should be more focused on 
the quality of high school graduates than the quantity and 
supports an increase in the number of quality graduates from 
post-secondary institutions.  

The Greater Greer Chamber supports the offering of more 
early childhood education to more South Carolinians to ensure 
all children enter school at the same knowledge and self-
esteem level.  Better-educated children will provide for a skilled 
workforce that will help attract more business and industry.  

Transportation/ Infrastructure
Background:

Tolling I-85 and I-26 would significantly increase cost to •	
businesses
Road funding is important because better roads provide •	
for timely delivery of materials and allows employees to 
get to and from work on time and safely.  Roads are a basic 
necessity of economic development. Increased fund-
ing is critical since costs are rising daily. Road funding is 
key to a sustainable community with a healthy business 
environment.  More funding for alternative modes of 
transportation will alleviate some traffic, reduce air pollu-
tion and help economic development.  One way to do this 
is to redirect the sales tax on cars, which now goes into 
the General Fund and put it into a separate state account, 
which could be used for road maintenance and repair.

Position:
To oppose tolling of existing SC roads •	
To support legislation that will redirect the car sales tax •	

 
Chamber Recommendation
The Greater Greer Chamber of Commerce opposes the tolling 
of existing roads in SC because in would incur additional costs 
to do business in SC.  If the Tax Realignment Commission 
does not address the use of the car sales tax, then the Cham-
ber will support designating these monies for maintenance and 
repair of roads and infrastructure. 
 

Government Restructuring
Background

The SC General Fund had a nearly $1 Billion surplus in •	
2007 to a nearly $1 Billion shortfall in 2009.  There is a 
bill to provide for a budget stabilization fund.  A 10-year 
rolling average would be calculated and spending would be 
capped at that amount.  Excess revenues would be placed 
in a budget stabilization fund to collect interest and to be 
used during down economic times.
The SC ESC is reaching $1 Billion in unfunded liability, •	
which business will have to begin paying off in 2011

Position
To support state spending caps to provide for a more •	
stable budget
To support the restructuring of the Workforce Develop- •	
ment Board and ESC.

Chamber Recommendation
The Chamber supports state spending caps to provide for a 
budget stabilization fund to better prepare the state for hard 
economic times. The Chamber will study the idea of restruc-
turing the Workforce Development Board and Employee 
Security Commission. 


